
 

Newsletter No: 6              Wednesday, 28
th

 February, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
Prayer is an integral part of life here at MacKillop. All classes commence and finish the day in prayer 
and also say a prayer before lunch. We commence assembly each Monday and Friday in prayer. As 
most of you would know, each Friday morning at 8.00am the teachers gather together to pray as a 
school community. This is an important and special time for us. Each week I come away from these 
gatherings with something to ponder and reflect on. I am grateful to my parents who instilled in me 
the importance and power of prayer and nurtured in me the strong faith that I have today. I 
encourage you to take some time each day, as a family if possible, to strengthen your relationship 
with God through prayer. 
 
I would like to share with you the following reflection which is all about being thankful – something we 
need to be each and every day. As a family most nights before dinner we take time to each thank 
God for something we are grateful for. 
 

Be Thankful 

 
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. 

If you did, what would there be to look forward to? 
Be thankful when you don’t know something, 

for it gives you the opportunity to learn. 
Be thankful for the difficult times. 

During those times you grow. 
Be thankful for your limitations, 

because they give you opportunities for improvement. 
 

Be thankful for each new challenge, 
because it will build your strength and character. 

Be thankful for your mistakes. 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, 
because it means you’ve made a difference. 

 
It’s easy to be thankful for the good things. 
A life of rich fulfilment comes to those who 

are also thankful for the setbacks. 
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. 
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles, 

and they can become your blessings. 
~Author Unknown 
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FIRST FRIDAY MASS 

Our First Friday Mass will be held this week at St Joseph’s Church 
at 9.30am led by Year 6R. Children are reminded to wear their 
formal uniform. All parents and friends are welcome. We would love 
to see you there. 

JUST ONE THING - URGENT 
 

This year at MacKillop we are asking all families to assist with ‘at 
least one thing’ throughout the school year to provide opportunities 
for the students at our school, and to help raise funds for the 
improvement/maintenance of facilities and resources to benefit our 
children and the entire school community. 
 
We understand everyone has a busy schedule juggling work and 
family commitments; however, it would be greatly appreciated if 
every family would volunteer to assist with events/functions/tasks 
this year. Thank you to those families who have already returned 
their forms. We still have a large number of outstanding forms.  
If you have not already returned the form, please nominate your 
preferences for volunteering and return to the school office by 
Friday 2

nd
 March. If you need another form they are available 

from the office. 

 
 

URGENT - Class Co-ordinators for 4C, 4M and 6PG 
needed 

 
We are looking for people to put their hand up to be Class Co-
ordinator’s for your child’s class for 2018. Class Co-ordinators would 
usually organise a social event for their class each term/semester, 
welcome any new families to your class and in fete years assist with 
co-ordinating your class stall for the fete. If you would like to take 
this role on, please complete the following and drop it into the office. 
I can send home a brochure outlining your role.  
 
 
 
Yes – I ________________________ would love to volunteer to be 
Class Co-ordinator in 2018 for my child’s class. Year Level 
_______________. 

 

 

Thanks to those parents who have already volunteered 
to be class coordinators this year.We still urgently need 
class co-ordinators in 4C, 4M and 6PG. 
 
 
 

Class  Name  Class  Name  
Prep J 

 
Kym-Maree 

Abell 
Year 1P  Kerry Davis 

Year 2D Kimberley Hill Year 2N  Jodie 
Hopton 

Year 3CR Justine Harriott    

Year 4C  
 

Year 4M   

Year 5K Kristy 
Doumergue 

 

   

Year 6PG  Year 6R  Mina 
Ackerman 

 
 
 

COLES 'SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS' PROGRAM 

MacKillop has registered for the 2018 
Coles Sports for Schools program. Now 
all you have to do is collect as many 
vouchers as you can from 7th February 
to 15th June. This is how it works: 

Step 1: For every $10 spent a Coles you will receive one Sports for 
Schools voucher 

Step 2: Bring your vouchers to school and place them in the 
collection box in the office  

Step 3: Every voucher received will go towards a tally. MacKillop will 
then be able to order the sports equipment to the value of the 
vouchers.  

Start collecting now! 

 
PRAYERS 

 Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 

sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration.  

 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 
 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. Enrolments for Years 1—6 are also currently 
being taken for 2019. When returning the enrolment form, please 
ensure there is a certified copy of your child’s birth certificate, 
baptismal certificate & immunisation records. It is essential that we 
have our current families accounted for so that we know the number 
of places available for new families.  

 
We need to sight the original birth certificate or have a certified 

copy please. 

 

 
DESKS AND BUNK BED TO GIVE AWAY 

  

We have some old desks to give away if anyone is interested. Also 
we have our old bunk beds out of sick bay to give away if anyone is 

interested in these. Please see the office.  

 

 

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://media.worldbulletin.net/news/2014/05/05/prayer-religion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&h=480&w=640&tbnid=w0fcwbzBWDf6cM:&zoom=1&docid=tq7hNmXk0nXhCM&ei=UdL-VPnrHoT58QXciYLgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygWMBY


  

 

This Sunday's Gospel Paraphrased 
 
Mk 9:2-10 

Jesus took aside Peter, James and John and led them up a high 
mountain so that they were alone, just themselves. There, he was 
transformed in front of them. His clothes became glisteningly white – 
whiter than any earthly bleacher could make them. Then Elijah, 
together with Moses was seen talking to him. So Peter started 
talking, saying to Jesus: ‘Master, it is so good to be here. We should 
make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He 
simply didn’t know what he was saying, they were so terrified. Then 
a cloud covered them in shadow, and a voice came out of the cloud: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him.’ Then suddenly, they 
looked about and they saw no-one, not one, but only Jesus. 
As they came down from the mountain, he cautioned them to tell no-
one what they had seen until the Son of Man was risen from the 
dead. They obeyed him though they did discuss amongst 
themselves what was meant by ‘rising from the dead’. 

Please enjoy this beautiful Reflection on the Gospel by Sr 
Kym Harris osb 
 
If God put on a better show in church, the ratings would go through 
the roof. Imagine if at every Eucharist, our experience was like the 
Transfiguration – all of us stunned with the glory, filled with the most 
awesome fear, an experience so rich and wonderful that, like Peter, 
we want to stay permanently. Well, maybe not every week. With the 
assurance that it would happen once a year, many, many people 
would turn up each and every week. So why doesn’t God put on a 
better show? Why are those insights into the reality of God’s love so 
rare? 
 
I don’t know. I do know that if I, and many of us, were running a 
religion we would make it much more attractive than what it mostly 
is. Much as we tend to blame the preaching, the translation, the 
choice of hymns or whatever, God could still put on a fireworks 
display… and doesn’t. What I’ve come to in my understanding is 
this.  
 
God wants us to: 
Come freely offering the love of our hearts, 
Come freely, even in the midst of ordinary life, 
Come freely, in the midst of suffering, 
Come freely, even when the shadows of this world fall away and we 
see the true reality of God’s love underpinning all reality. 
True love is given freely and God treasures the true love of our 
hearts so much that he will not coerce our response in love.  
http://www.prayasyoucan.com.au 

 
MACKILLOP LED MASS – THIS FRIDAY!  2

nd
 March  

 
First Friday Mass – 9:30am St. Joseph’s Church 

 

Children from 6R will lead us in worship this Friday at our combined 
school Mass.  All Welcome! 

 

SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 
 

Rite of Enrolment Confirmation–Parish Masses March 3
rd 

/4
th

  
 
Family Workshop – Sunday 11

th
 March 10am OR Wednesday 

14
th

 March 7pm – St Joseph’s Church 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROJECT OMPASSION 

Third Week of Lent 

Bayan is a 12 year old Syrian 
girl, living with her family in 
Jordan. An ambitious student, 
Bayan has her sights set on a 
career as an ophthalmologist. 
As a quiet, young refugee she 
struggled to overcome the 
trauma of growing up in a 
conflict zone and faced the 
prospect of missing out on 
schooling. With Caritas 
Australia’s support, Bayan is an 
academic high-achiever who is 
flourishing in a stable school 
environment.  

Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help 
bring stability to vulnerable youth, providing just futures 
for others like Bayan.  

A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate 

through Project Compassion boxes/envelopes, visit 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 
413. 

 
 

Take some time to reflect on where Jesus has been in your life 

today. 
 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 

3C/R INVITE YOU TO PARTICIPATE 

IN….. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY 1
st
 MARCH! 

ONLY 50 cents TO COME TO SCHOOL 

WITH YOUR CRAZIEST HAIR STYLE!! 

COLOUR, BOWS, SPIKES – 

BE CREATIVE! 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BE 

DONATED TO YOUR 

CLASS  

PROJECT COMPASSION 

BOX 

 

LENT: PRAYER, FAST, GIVE 
 

http://www.prayasyoucan.com.au/
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 
 
This fortnight we have had a wonderful office display created by 2N.  
As part of their display, the students have generated a written 
response to the question – ‘If you were given the last truffula seed, 
what would you do with it’.  The children in 2N have worked hard to 
publish their work for an audience, so this week we would like to 
share their ideas and wonderful writing with you! These writing tasks 
can be found further on in the newsletter. 

 

 
 

 

 

Parent Teacher Interview 
Semester 1, 2018 – Tuesday, 13th March 

 
Parent Teacher Interviews online bookings are now available 
through Parent Lounge.  Access will close at 3pm Monday 
12th March.  Information was sent out at the beginning of 
this week.   

 
1. To access Parent Lounge, start your internet browser and 

type in the URL for MacKillop School website:   
www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au 

2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 
3. Then click on Parent Lounge icon. 
4. Login with your username (6 Digit ID number) and the 
password remains the same as previously used.  
 
If you have forgotten or 
misplaced your password, click  
‘Forgot Password?’.   
Type in your Username (6 digit 
ID code, which can also be 
found on your school fees – 
Account Number) and you will 
be emailed a link to reset your 
password.   
 

Please note, you must use the same email address as is used 
for your school newsletters. 
 
 

 
School Fees were due last FRIDAY 23

rd
 February 

 

Thank you to those families who have already settled their 
account. 

 
Prompt payment of any outstanding fees would be greatly 

appreciated. 
 

Please note that if you have a Direct Debit or a Direct Deposit 
set up that the purpose of this statement is to show new 

charges only. 
 

If you did not receive your statement, please contact the 
office ASAP. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Issue 2 Book Club order forms were handed out to students today.  
Closing date for Issue 2 is Wednesday, 14

th
 March, 2018. 

 

 
 

With every purchase from the Scholastic Book Club Catalogues our 
school receives 20% in Scholastic Rewards of all book club sales.  
We can then use the rewards to purchase books and resources 
throughout the year for all the students of MacKillop.  
 
I hope you all enjoy browsing through the new Scholastic Book Club 
Catalogue and thank you once again for your support. 
 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator 
 

 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

 

 

 
Welcome parents/carers to the new school year! 
 
Parenting can be rewarding and sometimes challenging.  As an 
accredited Triple P Primary Care practitioner, I can assist you in a 
one-to-one format to develop plans to manage behavioural issues 
(e.g. tantrums, fighting, sharing, swearing etc.) and skill 
development issues (e.g. staying in bed at night, eating 
independently, toilet training, etc.).  I can provide 1 to 4 sessions 
(15-30 minutes each), depending on what would work for you. 
Sessions can be done in person, over the phone, or as a 
combination of both. 
 
If the Primary Care style does not suit your circumstances, I’d be 
happy to provide information around the wide range of Triple P 
formats available.   
 
Please contact me if you would like to discuss further. 
 
Kat Dunn 
Katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au 

 

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:Katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au


 
Prep J Orrin Abell 

 Mrs Jansen is so impressed with your positive 
attitude you bring to Prep each day.  All tasks are 
completed with a have-a-go approach.  Such a 
great MacKillop trait. 

 Isabelle O’Neill 
 You were a super whiz with our Alphabet bingo 

last week.  No letters tricked you up.  You were 
able to confidently identify the name of the letters. 

1P Lachlan Biggin 
 For sharing lots of great ideas with your group 

when we were building our cup towers. You 
helped to establish a wide base, before adding 
cups to make a tall, free standing tower. Maybe 
you’ll be designing sky scrapers one day Lachlan!  

 Jaydah Neilson 
 You worked so carefully when we were writing our 

ideas about volcanoes. You got started straight 
away and recorded all of your ideas quickly. You 
are improving your writing stamina all the time. 
Awesome effort Jaydah!  

2D Cassidy Blakey 
 Cassidy, you have been getting 5/5 for your 

reading stamina each day.  I love how you always 
try your best in reading groups and set a good 
example for others to follow. 

 Harley Jewell 
 For the pride and determination you have put into 

all tasks this week.  I am very impressed with your 
number stories and how you are thinking about 
our class discussions to improve your work. 

2N Xavier Hopton 
 I am so impressed by your fabulous work habits 

Xavier. You are always following instructions and 
trying your best. You finish your work neatly with 
pride and in a timely manner. Well done. 

 Christian Nield 
 Christian you have mastered the 100 board Jig 

Fits! In Maths Rotations this week, you were able 
to correctly record all the missing numbers on the 
cards. You were even able to do numbers up to 
200. Fantastic effort! 

3CR Grace Bettinelli 
 For the wonderful contributions you have been 

making during our whole class modelled writing 
lessons.  You are really thinking about the 
organisation of the story and coming up with some 
wonderful ideas to keep it progressing in an 
interesting way! 

 Lillee Taylor 
 For the way you were able to so confidently step 

into a leadership role and guide the class through 
our sign language song, ‘One Small Voice’, during 
last Friday’s assembly.  Well done! 

4C Makadee Hamann 
 I’ve loved your enthusiasm for learning this week 

Makadee.  You’ve shown great interest in all the 
topics we’re studying and made regular 
contributions to class discussions.  Keep it up! 

 Nathan Peever 
 I was very impressed with the effort you put into 

your handwriting this week.  It was great to see 
you practicing your joined letters so neatly and 
accurately.  Keep working toward your goal 
Nathan! 

4M Chase Jewell 
 For the focus and hard work you’ve been putting 

into your reading sessions.  It was lovely to hear 
you reading effortlessly over some difficult words 
found in our class novel.  Keep up this amazing 
effort! 

 Chase McDougall 
 For the way you presented your oral speech this 

week.  You were spot on with your timing and you 

managed to keep everyone captivated with your 
opening statement and interesting information and 
pictures.  Great work Chase! 

5K Khiana Blakey 
 Thank you for your bravery Khiana.  You are 

always ready to share your ideas and answers 
with the class, as well as offering explanations for 
your thinking strategies.  It is also pleasing to see 
you so willing to ‘Bump Up’ your work.  I am very 
impressed. 

 Kelsey Waldon 
 Kelsey, it is pleasing to see your confidence 

growing in class discussions.  Your hand is in the 
air more to either ask questions or share ideas. 

6PG Chelsea Kitchin 
 For the way you work independently!  You follow 

instructions and take responsibility for yourself and 
your work, in order to complete set tasks 
effectively and without fuss.  Well done, Chelsea! 

 Toby Reid 
 For your organisation skills and super work 

attitude!  You ensure you have all of your 
belongings prepared and you are ready to learn 
each day; completing your work in a calm and 
efficient manner!  Awesome effort, Toby! 

6R Mia Cundell 
 What a wonderful assignment you produced on 

Catherine Helen Spence – a woman who 
campaigned for women’s rights at the time of 
federation.  You included a timeline, your 
information was written into paragraphs and you 
used images to support your information.  It was a 
pleasure to read your detailed information about 
the life of such an inspirational person in our 
Australian History! 

 Jack Henderson 
 It is really interesting to listen to you explain your 

mathematical thinking!  You are demonstrating an 
excellent understanding of decimal place values.  
You demonstrated confidence to challenge ideas 
about ordering decimal places to the thousandths 
and you could competently explain your thinking to 
others. 

PE Award Matilda Donald 
 For your outstanding PE skills.  You are a fantastic 

listener in PE and always try your best.  Well done 
Matilda! 

 Eva Hooper 
 For your outstanding netball skills this term.  You 

have tried your best in all positions.  Well done 
Eva! 

Media 
Award 

 
Breanna McLachlan 

 You had some awesome answers about the 
different types of media that we watch and read 
and the purpose of these!!  Well done!! 

 Andre Rosales 
 Thank you Andre for always working so well in our 

Media lessons!!  You consistently work well in 
your group and offer some great ideas!!  Keep up 
the great work!! 

 
 
Feb  28 Sarina Hooper 
Mar  01 Cooper Garnham 
  02 Mackenna Lang 
  03 Whyatt Doumergue 
 



 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 02/03 Kym Abell 
  Ashleigh Lindner 
  Alex Shuttlewood 
  
   Wed 07/03 Tara Radford  
  Kim Hill 
 

TUCKSHOP HELPERS - PLEASE WEAR CLOSED IN 
SHOES 

 

 

 
MARCH SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 

 

Hotdogs $3.00 each 
With cheese & sauce extra 30c 

 
Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently 

available in the tuckshop for $1.50 ea 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper 
bags and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 the bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 
If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 

contact Jo Oliver by phone or text on 0413 672 920. 
 
 

 

 
 

HOCKEY 
 

Are you looking for a new sport? Come and play HOCKEY!  
 
The start to the season is just around the corner, so please 
let me know if your child would like to play. Our first game is 
next weekend – Saturday 10th March! 
 
School hockey is available for boys and girls from Prep to 
Year 6 (and beyond!) - it’s never too early or late to start 
playing   
 
Please get in touch with me if you have any questions or if 
you would like to register. 
 
Nicole Peever 
Ph: 0478 057 649               

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPIRTUALITY WORKSHOPS FOR LENT: 
 
Fr. John Daly is a priest of our Diocese and for 48 years ministered 
in many parishes. He has recently retired as Parish Priest of 
Bundaberg. Fr. John has studied Spirituality and until recently also 
been the Director of Clergy Life and Ministry. He has offered to 
come to Mackay for two weeks from February 26

th
 to lead 

workshops and talks on two areas of spirituality; a spirituality for the 
elderly and a spirituality of Lent especially in the light of changes to 
our parishes. He has tried to make himself available in as many 
centres as possible and all are welcome to attend any of his 
sessions at any place they desire. The dates of his sessions are as 
follows; 
 
Workshop I: “Growing Older Gracefully, the gift of Years.”  In this 
workshop Fr. John will focus on the Spirituality of Ageing, the gifts 
that come to us during this time of growing older, and the place of 
prayer and faith. Anyone coming to this workshop is invited to bring 
photos of their younger days (e.g. as a child or wedding photo) as 
there will be time for storytelling.  
 
Wednesday Feb 28

th  
  Time: 10am to Midday Venue:  St., Mary’s 

Parish Centre. 
Friday March 2

nd
   Time:   10am till Midday Venue: St. Joseph’s 

North Mackay Parish Centre. 
  
Workshop II: “Lenten Spirituality in the Context of our Individual and 
Parish Life.” In this workshop Fr John will focus on the pilgrimage 
we make form Ash Wednesday to Easter and how it connects to 
what is happening in our faith communities, our families and our 
lives as individuals. 
 
Thursday March 1

st
:  Time 7pm to 8.30pm Venue:   St. John’s, 

Walkerston. 
Tuesday March 6

th
 Time: 7pm to 8.30pm Venue: Holy Rosary 

Church, Marian. 
Wednesday March 7

th
 Time 7pm to 8.30pm Venue:  St. Brigid’s 

Parish. 
Thursday March 8

th
 Time 7pm to 8.30pm Venue: St. Michael’s 

Parish Centre. 
 
 

An indication of your attendance would be helpful by email 
at cluster@smky.catholics.org.au 

mailto:cluster@smky.catholics.org.au


 

 

 



 



 


